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(Continued from previous column . . . )   

          

   The Board is also considering not hav-
ing a booth anymore.  The cost for the booth is 
running $500.00, $45.00 for power, $30.00 for 
candy to the MEOW budget and any members 
that comes from a distance has the cost of mo-
tel and meals.  Expecting to have only certain 
members doing the work every year is not 
what this group is about.  One of our obliga-
tions to MEOW is to volunteer when the call 
goes out. 

We had an excellent turn out for sign up 
this year (58) and had three (3) new members 
sign up at the booth, how many of those be-
came members above the three (3)?  If you 
have a member that signed up because of the 
list that was sent out, please let Sandy Radtke 
know so that we can keep track for future ref-
erence. 

Thank you to my day managers:  Pat 
Bridwell, Vicki Nelson, Tami Bennett  

           Volunteers:       Thursday: Nancy How-
ard, Rena Andrews,Jeannie Johnson, Grace 
Hofer, Treva Coston, Carol Schesser, Elaine 
Solvang, Shelly Watson;  Friday:  Joyce Eslin-
ger, Mary Callahan, Texanna Cato and Letha 
McKinnon; Saturday:  Donna Bybee, Judy 
Shields, Bonny Krueger and Sharon Hults; 
Sunday:  Karen Bennett and Kathy Brock.  I 
also want to thank everyone that helped tear 
down and load up the items into the vehicles. 

           Bob Bennett kindly took time out of his 
day to deliver and put up the display grids and 
then came back on Sunday to help load every-
thing out.  

 

Karen Bennett: 

Coordinator for the March Expo - 2010 
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 I want to thank everyone who worked 
the booth as a volunteer during our February 
Expo.  The days were very long this year as 
we went from 8:00 am to 6:30 pm. 

 On Thursday we had 8 to cover the five 
shifts, Friday 7 to cover the day, Saturday 6 
and on Sunday just 3 for the entire day.  Dur-
ing each day a large number of MEOW mem-
bers visited the booth between classes and 
only a hand full signed up to help.   

 Next year could be worse as they are 
considering opening at 8:00 am again and 
closing around 8:30 pm with classes in the 
mornings and vendor time in the afternoon.  
This would mean that all booths would need 
to be manned from opening to closing. 

I would like to suggest that we pick a coordi-
nator early and have them begin to sign up 
members as soon as possible and keep in 
contact with them to confirm the volunteer 
schedule. 
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MEOW Board Meeting Minutes 
Felida Fire Station 

11600 NW Lakeshore Avenue 
Vancouver, Washington 
Saturday, April 24, 2010 

�

Vicki Nelson, President, called the meeting to order 
at 10:00 am.  A sign-in sheet was passed around for 
the Board members and guests to sign to identify 
members that were present.  See the following list: 

Executive Officers:  Vicki Nelson, President; 
Nancy Howard, Vice President; Karen Bennett, Sec-
retary; Jackie Rosier, Treasurer; 

Directors:  Washington – Sali Lusk* ,Jyll Jones*, 
Texanna Cato and Peggy Bodle and Oregon – Ruth 
Casciato, Nancy Shepherd, Caroline Burton and 
Claudia Buntyn* 

Committees: Sandy Radtke, Membership; Rena 
Andrews* Oregon and Washington Fairs; Pat 
Bridwell*, Scholarship; Tami Bennett (Newsletter 
Editor/Web Mistress; Kitty Young, Mediation*, Apral 
Harrel*, Mediation; Kim Keller, Mediation*; Carla 
LaBrousse*, Sunshine;  Sali Lusk, Historian; Nancy 
Howard, 2010 Seminar Chairperson.    

                * Signifies an Excused Absence 
$uests:   Dee Finney, Roberta Strebe, Ginny 
Fischer and Janette Johnson  

Roll Call was taken and there was a quorum. 

Minutes of the last meeting:  Were approved as 
written 

Sali Lusk sends a personal thank you to all of the 
members that have been sending cards and e-mails 
to her and John.  They both really appreciate all of 
the support. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Our C.D.’s are still in place 
and we have $6,355.00 in the checking account.  

Vice-President’s Report – Directors, please make 
contact with your area groups and find out if there is 
anything that they want from the Board.  Community 
Service Reports are requested of the Area Reps on 
a monthly basis.  �
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A reminder that all final reports from Area Groups 
will be due on September 30th.  There is a new 
form under Publications and Forms on the Web-
site that will allow you to fill in the blanks.  A re-
minder for all Area Reps to follow up on contacting 
names found on the March Expo Listing of inter-
ested persons?  The director’s reports need to re-
ceived by Nancy H. and Tami two weeks prior to 
the Board meeting..    

           Community Service – Any individual mak-
ing items for donation can claim them on the Com-
munity Service form.  Yes, you can claim items 
when you are given a receipt, if it is not claimed by 
anyone else. We cannot claim something that is 
claimed by others, but you can split the donation 
as long as no one else has claimed it.  Yes, you 
can claim a monetary donation, if you don’t claim 
it on your personal taxes.  Expo demo hours, 
church hours, 4-H, Scouts, Latimer hours, any 
time taken to produce the community service 
items, Etc).  The monetary amount is the impor-
tant factor in the Community Service reporting. 

Secretary’s Report – The minutes from the Janu-
ary Board meeting were reported in the last news-
letter.  The items in the General Standing Rules 
which needed to be changed or updated were dis-
cussed.  The changes were discussed and will be 
sent back out to the Board on Monday for ap-
proval.  Some of them will need to be voted on at 
the July 24, 2010 meeting.  We are going to table 
item #38 until some time later, if it comes up 
again.  Nancy Shepherd made a motion that we 
table this and Tami Bennett seconded it.  The vote 
was 10 Yes  0 No 

Sunshine Report:  Karen Bennett reported for 
Carla and stated that 15 sunshine cards were sent 
out between January 18th and April 16th, 2010.  
The report will be found in the May newsletter. 

Director’s Reports:  The Border Cats are thinking 
about changing to six meetings per year.  This is 
due in part because of no outside teachers com-
ing into teach the group. 

 Debbie Ueda is the new Area Rep for the 
Silver City Kitties.   

          Anita Gallagher of the Country Kitties and 
Kalico Kitties had surgery on her hand. 
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   Designer Kitties have two new members 
and their Community Service is Layettes for new-
borns leaving the hospital. Sunshine cards were 
presented to Peggy Bodle for Carla LaBrousse, 
Sunshine Chairman.. 

           The Valley Cats are disbanding as per Lydia 
Wilson.  There are only 3 or 4 that are faithful to Val-
ley Cats and they decided that they all have lots of 
books to learn from rather than struggle trying to get 
others to attend their meetings. 

           Caroline Burton called a number of the Stray 
Cats as she didn’t get any answers from her emails.  
Jeannie Martinson asked that she be removed from 
the mailing list for now as she is the process of mov-
ing. 

           Ruth Casciato sent in her report to Tami 
Bennett, and stated that Multi-Media are working on 
Kumihimo weavings. 

            Jyll Jones has started a new group in Tum-
water (Kreative Kitties) with four new members and 
a former member that is talking about rejoining. 

           Directors, please make sure that your area 
reps are aware of the Community Service Form on 
the Website (2009) format where they can fill in the 
blanks. 

� � � �

Membership:  Sandy Radtke reported that we now 
have seven new members and are going to have an 
additional four new members coming from the new 
group in Tumwater known as the Kreative Kitties.  
This will give us 207 total members.  Sandy still has 
funds, but will need additional membership kits and 
postcards soon.  The honorary memberships were 
voted on and will be announced at the Seminar 
General Meeting.  Sandy would like to ask the State 
Director’s to notify her of any changes to their mem-
bership. 
 

Newsletter Report – Tami has received five of the 
director’s reports so far.  Nancy Lynn has stated that 
she is storing the surge protectors until such time as 
they are needed.   The October Roster and News-
letter including postage cost $97.81 instead of the 
normal $1200.00 allocated for those items.  �
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  January’s newsletter, plus postage cost 
$61.90.  If any MEOW member wants to receive 
hard copies of the newsletters there will be an ad-
ditional charge of $10.00 (for postage and print-
ing) will be added to the dues making it a total of 
$45.00 per year.  This option will be offered start-
ing with the dues renewal.   
 Scholarship:  All but two of the 2009 
scholarship winners have completed their teach-
ing requirements except the 2 who are currently 
teaching.  Nine scholarships are being used for 
2010. 

Fairs:  Rena Andrews reported that she has 11 
Washington and 12 Oregon fairs participating this 
year.  This will be the final year for Rena to handle 
the Fair organizations.  The Board decided that is 
has become to complicated to continue contacting 
these organizations and very few of our members 
even turn in projects.  But for those that still do, 
please contact the Newsletter Editor – Tami Ben-
nett and she will make sure that your name is 
mentioned as a winner.  Make sure that you at-
tach all of the necessary information.  Nancy 
Shepherd made the motion that we drop this com-
mittee and Sandy Radtke seconded it. The vote 
was 10 Yes   0 No 

We will stop the participation at the end of this fair 
season, 

#9 in the General Standing Rules, deals with the 
rosettes and certificates being given to the partici-
pating fairs.  Sandy Radtke made a motion that 
we eliminate item #9 in the General Standing 
Rules and Nancy Shepherd seconded it.  The vote 
was     10 Yes      0 No 

Sew Expo – Karen Bennett read a report con-
cerning the 2010 Expo (see article in Newsletter).  
I, as the Chair, want to thank everyone who took 
time out of their schedule to participate as a volun-
teer during the four days at the Sew Expo in Puy-
allup Fair. 
  On Thursday we had 11 that volunteered, on Fri-
day we had 7 volunteers, on Saturday we had 7 
volunteers and on Sunday we had 3 for a 10 hour 
time span.  We needed 10 for each day to cover it 
completely.  There were a large number of MEOW 
members that stopped by the booth that had not 
made any attempt to volunteer their time. Because 
there is such a small amount of people volunteer-
ing to cover this booth and the . �
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Spring event may require longer hours, we are con-
templating doing away with this event on our calen-
dar for next year The cost for the booth is $500.00+ 
and the cost of the event is NOT being covered by 
the amount of signups that we are getting from the 
booth.  It was mentioned by Sandy Radtke that 
maybe advertising in the Quilting Newsletters would 
be more advantageous.  The motion was made by 
Jackie Rosier and seconded by Tami Bennett that 
we table this matter until the July 24, 2010 meeting.  
The vote was 8 Yes     2 No (opposed) 

 Karen Bennett will be the Coordinator for the 
November Quilt and Craft Show. 
�

�
������
�
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�������+�  Ginny Fischer stated 
that we had 76 ballots returned and the results were 
read off with the new officers being: President – 
Vicki Nelson, Treasurer – Roberta Strebe, Directors 
– Apral Harrel, Kathy Brock, Nancy Shepherd, Betty 
Cooper, Texanna Cato, Peggy Bodle.  These won-
derful volunteers will be installed at the Seminar 
General Meeting and their terms will begin on Sep-
tember 1, 2010 AND THANK YOU FOR VOLUN-
TEERING TO RUN*�
�

&�����������E��Is June 3 – 6, 2010 at the Red Lion 
Inn, Olympia, WA.  �
���
�All attendees will need to bring their own surge 
protectors (make sure that it is the kind that has 
a light on one end and that it lights up).  Due to 
only two (2) members signing up for the Basics 101 
class, it was cancelled.  A motion was made by 
Peggy Bodle that we not offer the Basics 101 in 
2010 because of the lack of signups and seconded 
by Nancy Shepherd.  It was approved by a vote of 
10 Yes and 0 No. All items for the Treasure/Freebie 
table will be reviewed this year prior to being put on 
the table, so be sure that anything that you bring is 
very usable and sewing/embellishment related.  
There will be a donation box on the table for cash 
donations for those that choose items from the 
Treasure table.  This money goes into the seminar 
general fund.  Aprons are the gift exchange chal-
lenge and you will take home your own (see more in 
the brochure). A C.D. of the brochure will be kept for 
the Historian.  �
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(Continued from previous page . . . )   
 

 Raffle baskets – donations should be new or 
like new, should be selective (stop and think if 
you would like to receive these items yourself.   
Kathy Brock asks that you notify her of the raf-
fle items you intend to bring to the Seminar.  
Please let her know how many baskets, who 
donated them and what is in them as they are 
putting together thank you cards with all of the 
items listed to put into the baskets.   Hospital-
ity Room – Tami Bennett will be in charge 
again this year and would like volunteers to 
sign up to give her time to have a sit down meal 
at lunch and dinner this year.  This was not 
possible last year and it was very exhausting.  
We need to expend $1000.00 in meals per our 
contract with the hotel, so there will be a sit 
down dinner either Friday or Saturday night.  
More information will be sent out later. 

    Comments were made that the only 
classes being offered were beading classes.  If 
you look at the brochure, you will see that in 
fact 65% of the classes presented were other 
than beading classes.  Blame those who sent in 
their registrations as they select the final 
classes that are taught.  MEOW cannot offer a 
class that only receives 3 of 4 sign up. What is 
new in free motion? 

 

:��
���� �!
��� @� Tami has made all of the 
area group changes reported.  She is waiting 
for the planning sessions that take place in 
June to update several of the group schedules. 
The Kreative Kitties (the new group in Tumwa-
ter) page is up on the Website.  If you will send 
pictures by e-mail or C.D., Tami will put them 
up on the Website under your group page. 
�

7�
�
����+��Sali Lusk �
 

It was agreed by the members of the Board that 
MEOW would not rejoin Latimer;  now that they 
are requiring that everyone have an individual 
membership.  A letter received from Donna Kend-
all of Wonderfil of Canada was read by Vicki Nelson.  
She was very pleased with the way she was treated  
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by the MOEW members when they stopped by her booth 
especially Kathy Brock when she talked to her about dona-
tions of their threads for our Seminar Raffle. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:   
 

#19 was changed to say that the Seminar Chairperson 
and the Co-ordinator for the Expos need to verify that 
all of the equipment is present prior to putting back in 
storage. 

#33 was accepted with the word Scholarship replaced 
with Carol Cornford Memorial Fund. 

#35 was accepted with the word establish changed to 
established. 

#36 a new rule was written for those members who 
leave office with no prior notice. 

#37 Volunteer Hours were clarified 
�

�,:�.A&)�,&&E�

�

Will we continue to have seminars?  If so,  we will need 
to find someone that will take on the job of Seminar 
Chair or will we possibly begin to have mini workshops 
in place of the Seminar. 
 

We discussed the length of office for Directors – put a 
set number of terms that a Director can be elected for. 

Discussed the need to change how the directors are 
elected now that we are down to four in each State 

Need to change the Nomination Committee in the 
Standing Rules 

 

Geographic, Members Running, 2 Mini Committees 
 

It was discussed at some length about the manner in 
which we treat each other.  It was stressed again that 
politeness and common sense rule.  Don’t take your 
anger out on people who volunteer to do the work of 
this organization.  After this discussion, the Board dis-
cussed a letter we received concerning one members 
unhappiness with the Seminar classes and demanded 
her money back.  Jackie Rosier composed a letter with 
Board approval to refund an extra $20.00 and that 
MEOW members have  

�
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NEW MEMBERS: 
We would like to introduce our new members 
from January 24 to April 24th, 2010.  Wel-
come!  You will find that we are no longer list-
ing any information for them other than their 
name and area group.  You will need to refer 
to your 2010-2011 Roster for their information.  
If it is past the October printing of the Roster,  
please contact either Sandy Radtke, Member-
ship  Chair; Tami Bennett, Newsletter Editor; 
or one of the Board of Directors for their infor-
mation. 
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CORRECTIONS: 
 You will find that we are no longer listing 
any information for members other than  
than their name and area group.  If it is past 
the October printing of the Roster,  please 
contact either Sandy Radtke, Membership 
Chair; Tami Bennett, Newsletter Editor; or 
one of the Board of Directors for the New 
Members information for the correction 
listed below. 
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to realize that we have rules for a reason Com-
plaints need to go to the chairperson of an event 
first; 2nd take it to the Board; 3rd take it to the Presi-
dent and finally the last avenue is to contact the 
Grievance Committee.  
 

If you are terribly unhappy with the manner in 
which things are handled at the Board level, please 
feel free to get involved with the Board by attending 
meetings or volunteer to take a position, so you 
can see how and why things are done. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:30 pm. 
 

Our next meetings will tentatively be on: July 24, 
2010; September 25, 2010 and January 22, 2011 
at Vancouver, WA, if possible. 

Respectfully Submitted 

by Karen Bennett, MEOW Secretary 
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� Date Sent Member’s Name Group(s) Reason 
1 01/26/2010 Caroline Burton Mt Hood/Hollywood Stars Illness 

2 01/26/2010 Janine Scott Country Kitties Death of Family Member  

3 01/26/2010 Bonny Krueger Country Kitties Birth of First Granddaughter 

4 01/26/2010 Donna Brooke Stray Cat Knee Replacement 

5 01/29/2010 Corale Goesch Stray Cat Cancer Surgery 

6 02/10/2010 Caroline Gerneglia Cyber Cats Surgery on Rotator Cup 

7 02/13/2010 Joanne Schoner Daffy Cats Husband’s Stroke 

8 02/16/2010 Kay Moore Fantasy Felines Knee Surgery 

9 02/16/2010 LaVerne Mazucca Seattle Kats Cataract Surgery 

10 02/16/2010 Sali Lusk Cyber Cats Husband’s illness / encouragement 

11 02/17/2010 Jyll Jones Tacoma Tabbies Sinus infection / hospitalization 

12 04/10/2010 JoAnne Burke Fabricats Husband on Dialysis 

13 04/14/2010 Anita Gallagher Country Kitties/Kalico Kitties Hand Surgery 

14 04/10/2010 Joanne Schoner Daffy Cats Husband’s Illness and Rehab 

15 04/10/2010 Robbalee Hall Silver City Kitties Father’s passing/friends son’s death 

Other  Illness/Injury  3������� � )�##�

Granddaughter   1 2 Self 6 Self � Self 

� � Family � Family 2 Family 

� 4 Spouse � Spouse � Spouse 

� � Other � Other � Other 

1 6 TOTAL 6 TOTAL 2 TOTAL 
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�� �� �� �� � � �� � � � ����������
�
� There have been a lot of harsh words 
spoken about class selections at this years’ 
Seminar. 
 Now, I’ve been wracking my little 
brain and asking others with more experi-
ence  - how do we get more people to pick 
the classes? 
 And the answer I get most often is 
that they know the vote is at the September 
Board Meeting  - they should come to that. 
 Now I know it’s not possible for eve-
ryone to attend any/or all Board meetings.  
So, I will be working with next year’s Semi-
nar Chair to find some way for more input 
for the members. 
 My suggestion to ALL of you is this:  
In your travels this summer to the beach, to 
quilt shows, to bead stores, anywhere there 
are artists located,  -  if YOU SEE something 
you would like to learn, ask that person if 
they teach, and if they do teach, ask them 
for a card and some information about them. 
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Then during teacher selection next year that 
Chair person will be able to ask that person 
for a submission on that technique or item. 
 Yes, there were several beading 
classes offered this year and you know what 
I’m going to say, don’t you?  That’s because 
the people at the September Board meeting 
voted them “IN” and they were picked by peo-
ple who registered for classes!! 
 Do you have something to offer?  Do 
you have something to teach?  Something 
new?  Something different?  There are 
MEOW members who come up with some-
thing new and exciting each year, and their 
classes make the brochure.  However, if 
enough people don’t sign up for them they are 
not selected to be taught. 
 Because of the low numbers this year, 
we are only ABLE to offer eight (8) classes.  
And those eight (8) classes were selected by 
the MAJORITY of the attendees. 
 So please realize MEOW needs your 
help.  If you want diversity  -  please help pro-
vide it.  If you want a new technique  - find the 
teacher.  We are not all-knowing.  We are vol-
unteers doing the very best that we can in a 
difficult year for everyone, economically and 
health wise. 
 I do not appreciate the fact that if you 
are unhappy with something, that has hap-
pened that you attack the person who you 
think has wronged you.  Case in point, Gayle 
Jacobson, very graciously accepted the un-
thinkable task of class selection.  It is not her 
fault that she follows the guidelines that I, as 
Seminar Chair and the Board in guiding the 
set up.  If you have a disagreement, go to 
your State Director and your State Director 
will take it up with the Seminar Chair and the 
Board. 
 Thanks for reading this and under-
standing that we are doing the very best that 
we can.  And I’ll ask you now  -  which posi-
tion on the Seminar Committees will you vol-
unteer for next year? 
 Nancy Howard, Seminar Chair 2010 
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